Britannia Square Residents’ Association
COMMITTEE MEETING
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 19 January 2016
At 8:00 pm at 14 Albany Terrace
1. Attendance
Apologies:
Clive Collings
Present:
John Ball
Robin Dallaway

David Greenhill
Anna Hooper
Kate Tait

Ian Terry (Chair)
2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting & Matters Arising
The minutes of the meeting held on 17 November 2015 were agreed.
We agreed with David Greenhill’s concern about unsightly redundant concrete fire hydrant markers.  David is trying to establish who is the competent authority on this matter.
Action David Greenhill

Kate Tait will chase completion of the lamppost painting project with Simon Geraghty.  We noted with approval that Simon is now Leader of the Worcestershire County Council. 
Action Kate Tait
For other matters please see agenda items.
3. Enquiry from NFU Mutual

We agreed that NFU Mutual are an appropriate organisation to be a third sponsor of our website.

If we were to proceed and secure additional sponsorship from NFU Mutual we should do this with regard to how this additional income might be spent.  We discussed various possibilities - perhaps NFU Mutual could fund development of the website, a publication or an exhibition of photographs of our area.  David Greenhill is aware of a photographic archive of Britannia Square in the archives at The Hive, but the reproduction fees are expensive.  We considered whether this might be negotiable for an appropriate use by ourselves.  We could request old photos owned by residents in our next newsletter.

Robin Dallaway and Anna Hooper will progress this with NFU Mutual.


Action Robin Dallaway & Anna Hooper

4. Recent Events
The Christmas Carols event was a success but attendance was a little down on last year.  We noted that the date clashed with various other Christmas events attended by residents.  We discussed whether to move it a week earlier in 2016 to Sunday 11 December.  Anna will enquire about this possibility with Laura Brown.

Action Anna Hooper

5. Future Events:

5.1.  Street Deep Cleaning
Our preferred date is Sun 15 – Mon 16 May 2016.  Anna will organise this with the Council on the same basis as last year.
Action Anna Hooper
5.2.  Summer Party – Sun 26 Jun 2016

The date is confirmed.  Anna will update the list of dignitaries and officials to be invited and issue invitations.  We will include our website sponsors and offer them the opportunity to put up a display board at the event.  Detailed plans will be drawn up at our April meeting
Action Anna Hooper
6. Committee Reports

6.1. Planning
36B Britannia Square is for renewal of an existing approval – we have no issue with this.
36 Britannia Square – Reinstatement of a boundary wall. We approve of this application.  David Greenhill to register this opinion.
Action David Greenhill

41 Britannia Square – the revised proposal has been approved.

We were pleased to note the reappearance of public notices about planning applications, perhaps prompted by our comments to the Councillors and Planning staff.
6.2. Highways and Lighting
Kate Tait will chase up the results of the traffic speed survey in the Square.
Action Kate Tait
A small area of pavement and guttering is currently being worked on outside 34-36 Britannia Square.  We continue to press our Councillors for proper resurfacing work in Britannia Square.  We have been advised that further work on the carriageways is more likely to be funded than pavements.  We discussed Colin Friedlander’s communications about footpaths and highways.  Anna Hooper will respond to Colin.
Action Anna Hooper
6.3. Neighbourhood Watch

At least six cars were “keyed” recently on the north side of Albany Terrace in one incident.  The matter was reported to the police by several residents and police attended the same day.  Anna has convened a meeting in February 2016.
Action Anna Hooper
6.4. Wine Club

John Ball has prompted his sub-committee to organise the next event.
6.5. New Members

Membership is stable at present.
6.6. Finance and fund-raising

Our bank balance is £768.12.   Income from our website sponsors is now our most important source of funds by far.
6.7.  Newsletter

Topics for our Spring Newsletter:

Website

Street Deep Clean

Recommended tradespeople

Dog mess – Poo-Watch

Date of Summer Party

Revised Committee membership

Copy to David Greenhill, please.
Action All
6.8.  Website

Robin has been augmenting and updating the website – new content to be sent to Robin.
Action All
7. Any other business
The issue of dog fouling has been raised again.  An offending animal/owner has been identified but further evidence is needed to progress this.  The matter has been raised with Fortis Housing.  The Council has made us aware of their “Poo Watch” website application which may be used by anyone to log an offending location.

Ian Terry’s article in WR Magazine could be republished in the Worcester Revealed series.  Robin Dallaway will send Ian Terry the contact details.
Action Robin Dallaway
8. Dates of future meetings & Events
Tue 19 Apr 2016 – Committee Meeting – 7 Stephenson Terrace

Sun 15 / Mon 16 May 2016 – Street Clean t.b.c.
Sun 26 Jun 2016 – Summer Party
Tue 13 Sep 2016 – Committee Meeting – 7 Albany Terrace

Fri 11 Nov 2016 - AGM

Tue 15 Nov 2016 – Committee Meeting – 22 Britannia Square

Sun 11 Dec 2016 – Carols t.b.c.
